Emma
How will you personally be active in policy development in your organization as a BSN nurse ?


 As a baccalaureate prepared nurse, being active in policy development can influence the health of the organization or community I work with. To get my foot in the door and become involved with other nurses who influence policy development, I can become part of a local and/or national nursing association. This will allow me to network with others and to become aware of current events affecting the health and well being of nurses and individuals. To have any influence on policy development I will need to form a knowledge base of current legislation and health care policy and how it will affect individuals in the community. By analyzing this information and communicating with individuals who have expertise in the matter, I can determine problems that need to be addressed. I can then communicate any concerns with my elected officials and legislators. I can organize other nurses, through my place of work and the nursing association I belong to, to communicate with legislators as well. I can attend meetings with political candidates, work in political campaigns, attend town hall meetings, and vote in elections. The possibilities for influencing policy development are available at the organization I work for and in the city and state I live in, and as a BSN nurse I can work to make a difference in my workplace and in my community. 
